Emergency Relief Fund 
Metropolitan Regional Arts Council Program Overview and Application Instructions
Important Dates
All grant rounds open on Mondays at 10 am and close on Fridays at 5 pm.
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Round 1: October 13–November 14, 2025 
Round 2: November 17–December 12, 2025 
Round 3: December 15, 2025–January 9, 2026
Round 4: January 12–February 13, 2026 
Round 5: February 16–March 13, 2026 
Round 6: March 16–April 10, 2026 
Round 7: April 13–May 8, 2026 
Round 8: May 11–June 12, 2026  
Round 9: June 15–July 10, 2026
Round 10: July 13–August 14, 2026
Round 11: August 17–September 11, 2026


Contact Info
Email us at emergencyrelief@mrac.org with questions.
The Artists Emergency Relief Fund Network is stewarded by Springboard for the Arts and supported by the F. R. Bigelow Foundation, Jerome Foundation, McKnight Foundation, and the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation.
Part 1: Grant Description and Eligibility
What does this grant provide funds for?
The Emergency Relief Fund (ERF) provides $500 dollars for short-term, rapid relief to artists facing unexpected expenses or loss of income due to personal/professional emergencies or natural disasters. Possible emergencies include illness or injury, loss of housing, contract cancellation, legal assistance, or other disruptive events that impact an artist’s wellbeing or ability to work.
When can I apply for this grant?
There will be eleven grant rounds held between October 13, 2025, and September 11, 2026. Each round ends at 5 pm on the second Friday of the month. The application window will reopen on the following Monday at 10 am. About 20–25 applications will be funded per round. Rounds may be added or withdrawn as funding permits. 
Who is eligible to apply?
ERF is open to individuals who identify as artists and are active in creative practice, including current and past MRAC grantees. Applicants must be at least 18 years old, maintain a primary address in one of the seven metro area counties (Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, or Washington), and have done so for at least the six (6) months prior to submitting an application. Additionally, applicants will be required to list their area of artistic practice and provide a recent work sample. 
Applicants not selected for funding are eligible to apply in subsequent rounds of the same fiscal year. Individuals may only receive one ERF award through September 2026 and are not eligible to apply again after receiving an award. 

How are grant recipients selected?
Grant awards will be randomly selected for funding within seven (7) days of each round deadline.  
A portion of funds for this grant will be set aside for artists who identify as Black, Indigenous, and/or a person of color (BIPOC); and/or a person with a disability; and/or lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ+); and individuals from Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Scott, and Washington counties regardless of identity. 
What are the requirements for the use of grant funds?
Grant awards are made directly to the individual grantee and may be used only for the purposes outlined in their application. Funds cannot be regifted or used for the benefit of another individual or organization. 
Are there any tax implications of receiving this grant?
Award funds will be sent electronically by ACH transfer or mailed by check to the address designated in the application. 
No W-9 is required to apply and MRAC will not issue a 1099-NEC for this award. Please note that MRAC staff are not tax professionals and cannot advise on how much the grant will affect individual tax situations. Applicants and grantees are encouraged to contact a tax preparer for more information on tax liability. 
Part 2: Application Content Overview 
The ERF application is designed to be straightforward, so that artists can access funds when they need it most. The short application asks for basic personal information (legal name and primary residential address), area of artistic discipline, an artist statement, demographics, and general details regarding your emergency.
Additionally, all applicants are asked to submit one work sample from the last five (5) years to demonstrate their artistic practice. This could be an image, document, short video/audio file (less than 5 minutes), or URL to an artist website or video streaming site.
Part 3: Application Instructions 
MRAC uses Submittable for all our grant applications. If you are a first-time applicant, you should create a Submittable account with your email address. Use an email address you check frequently, as all our correspondence about your application will be sent through Submittable.  
Note: Be sure to “safelist” notification emails from Submittable and check your inbox frequently. You can learn how in this Submittable safelist email explanation article. If MRAC staff does not receive a reply to messaging within the timeline provided, your award may be withdrawn.  
You must answer every question marked “required” to complete the application. 
As with any software platform, you may experience problems if submitting near the deadline due to high traffic volumes or other technology issues. We encourage you to submit your application early to avoid any complications as MRAC does not make exceptions for submissions past the posted deadline.  
Please remember to hit the Submit button when you are finished. MRAC will not consider drafts for funding. Once you submit your application, you cannot make any changes and cannot resubmit an application in whole or in part.
MRAC will verify applications by phone to confirm authenticity.
Part 4: Application Assistance  
For Submittable support, please check the Submittable Help Center for assistance.  
MRAC is committed to creating an accessible application process for everyone. If you have any questions about accessibility or need accommodation, please reach out to emergencyrelief@mrac.org.
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