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Use this document to work on rough drafts of your answers to the 2026 Next Step Fund Proposal Narrative questions. 

You will have to copy and paste your answers into the application in Submittable. 

You cannot upload this document to Submittable and staff will not accept it via email. It is for your personal use only. 

How many characters does my answer have? 
To determine how many characters are in a portion of text in a Word document: 

On a PC: Highlight the text that you want to know the character count for. Click the “Review” tab and choose “Word Count.”

On a Mac: Highlight the text that you want to know the character count for. Click on “Tools” and choose “Word Count.”

On both PC and Mac, you can also right click on the word count on the bottom left of the document and select “Character count with spaces” to show the character count at the bottom. This count will update when you highlight a portion of the text.
About the Proposal Narrative on Submittable
In Part 2 of the application, you will describe the proposal for which you are seeking funding. The answers to these questions are provided to review panelists.

Each textbox on Submittable will display a character limit (inclusive of letters, numbers, spaces, and paragraph breaks).

Do not include hyperlinks in narrative text boxes, as the panel review will be limited to the content of your application. Any hyperlinks will be deleted and may affect your application’s eligibility.

Draft Your Answers Here
What is the name or title of your proposal?
(Limit: 50 characters) 

My answer: 


Provide a short description of your proposal
(Limit: 200 characters) Instructions: Summarize your proposal. The content of this answer may be used and/or lightly edited by MRAC's communications team for announcements should you receive an award.

My answer: 


About You
(Limit: 4000 characters) Instructions: answer the following questions.

· Describe your work and your artistic vision. 
· Describe any significant accomplishments that demonstrate achievement in your artistic field.
· What are your artistic goals, related to your development or career as an artist?
· What opportunities or strategies are you currently using to meet those goals?

My answers: 


Your Proposal
(Limit: 3000 characters) Instructions: answer the following questions.

· Describe the proposal you are seeking funding for. What are the goals of this proposal?
· How does this proposal align with or help you achieve the artistic goals you describe in the About You section?
· Describe the major activities or tasks that take place between the start and end dates of your proposal.
· If you are working with other individuals during your proposal activities, describe their involvement. How does their participation serve to help you meet your artistic or career goals?

My answers: 
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